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Paul Rodriguez-Lesmes is an Associate Professor and Head of the Graduate School, at the School of Eco-
nomics at the Universidad del Rosario. He is currently a member of the iHEA Board of Directors as the
Latin American representative, a member of the LACEA Latin American and Caribbean Health Economics
Network (LAHEN), and a regular contributor to the Colombian Institute for Health Technology Assessment
(IETS), the Colombian Fund for High Cost Disease (CAC), and the Inter-American Development Bank. He
holds a PhD in Economics from University College London (2016), and worked with the World Bank and the
Institute for Fiscal Studies (IFS) in the UK. His research focuses mainly on the area of health economics, in
terms of policies associated with healthy behaviours and chronic disease prevention; demographics and child
development; regulation of health markets such as pharmaceuticals or personnel; and financing and universal
coverage of health services. He also works in the areas of entrepreneurship and microstablishments, informal
economic activity and labour markets, from an applied microeconomics perspective.
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EDUCATION

PhD, Economics, University College London
Thesis title: “Essays on the Economics of Health”
Completed: December 2016

MRes (Merit), Economics, University College London, 2012
MSc (Best GPA), Economics, Universidad del Rosario, 2011
BA (Best GPA), Economics, Universidad del Rosario, 2009

RESEARCH FIELDS

Economics of Health, Economics of Education, Applied Microeconomics
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TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Universidad del Rosario. Since 2017.

– Microeconometrics [Seminario Modelos Microeconométricos] (MSc)
– Health economics [Seminario de Economía de la Salud] (Bsc)
– Econometrics I [Econometría Básica] (BSc.)

Teaching Assistant. University College London. 2013-2016.

– Health Economics (MSc). (Prof. Marcos Vera-Hernandez)
– Programme Evaluation for Users (MSc). (Prof. Uta Schoenberg)
– Economics of Development (MSc). (Prof. Iftikhar Hussain)
– Economics of Development (BSc.). (Prof. Beatriz Armendariz)

Adjunct Professor. Universidad del Rosario. 2011.

– Microeconomics for Business (BSc.)

Training Course Assistant. Cemmap. 2013-2014.
Stata Instructor. Software Shop (Bogota, Colombia). 2010 - 2011
Undergraduate Teaching Assistant. Universidad del Rosario. 2007-2009.

RESEARCH AND CONSULTANT POSITIONS

Short Term Consultant. Deep Dive on Non-agricultural Labor Productivity Project. Poverty and
Equity Global Practice. 2024.
In this project, we aim to understand recent changes in labour productivity and the extent to which
household incomes diversified over the last 5 years. I led the analysis of labour and firm survey data
for Senegal, Guinea-Bissau, and Gambia.

Short Term Consultant. Health Tax Window Project. World Bank. Health Nutrition & Population
LCR. 2023-2024.



In this project, we aim to generate knowledge to support the advancement of accurate implementa-
tion of health taxes as effective instruments for the country’s health, fiscal and development policy.
I was in charge of the monitoring components and participated in the measurement and evaluation
components.

External consultant. INCAE. 2023.
Researcher of the impact evaluation of KICHI, a pedagogical strategy to improve awarness on human
trafficking among girls and adolescents in Costa Rica, funded by the World Bank.

External consultant. Analisys of the generic drug market in Chile. Social Protection and Health
Division (IDB) 2020.
In this project we explore the level of competition of the generic drug market in Chile, including an
analysis of market failures and policy recomendations.

External consultant. Estimation of the Colombian cost-effectiveness threshold. Instituto de Evaluación
Tecnológica en Salud (IETS) 2020.
In this project we estimate the cost-effectiveness threshold for Colombia. My role was support the data
analytics and econometric teams in the design and implementation of the empirical strategy.

External consultant. Pharmaceutical prices regulation in Colombia. Instituto de Evaluación Tecnológ-
ica en Salud (IETS). 2019.
In this project we estimated the impact of external reference pricing regulation in Colombia. My role
was to provide an external validation of the methods and results that the data analytics and economet-
ric teams were implementing.

Short Term Consultant. DIME at World Bank. 2015-2017.
In this project, we conducted the evaluation of the SHD nutrition program in Nepal. My role was to
help with the questionnaire design for the data collection, and perform the econometric evaluation of
the impact.

Research Assistant. EDePo at Institute for Fiscal Studies. 2014-2016
In this project, we estimated the impact of the sanitation program FINISH in two areas of India. My
role was to help with the questionnaire design for the data collection, and perform the econometric
evaluation of the impact.

Research Assistant. Universidad del Rosario. 2008-2012
In this position I worked on the questionnaire design, data collection, and supervision of projects
associated with child development and sexual and reproductive health in Colombia.

SCHOLARSHIPS AND AWARDS

Cuenta de Alto Costo. Recognition for its technical-scientific support to promote research in high-cost
diseases. 2022
NBER-IFS Pre-doctoral Funding Opportunity on the Value of Medical Research, 2016
RES Small Academic Expenses Grant, 2016
Scholarship for PhD in Economics, Central Bank of Colombia, 2011
COLCIENCIAS Young Researcher. 2011


